Bortballerton  Ulrban  District. 


Northallerton, 

February  ist,  1906. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER'S  ANNUAL  REPORT 

for  the  year  ending  December  3 1st,  1905. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  again  presenting  the  Annual  Report 
dealing  with  the  sanitary  condition,  birth  and  death  rates,  of  the 
Urban  District  of  Northallerton,  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1905. 

Population* 

The  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year  is  4,104, 
shewing  an  increase  of  95  since  the  census  was  last  taken.  In 
1901  the  population  was  4009,  the  inhabited  houses  numbered  988, 
making  an  average  of  4’°5  Per  occupied  house.  The  average 
increase  in  the  population  works  out  at  22  per  year. 

Twenty-five  new  houses  have  been  built  and  occupied  during 
the  year,  and  36  have  been  occupied  which  were  in  process  of 
construction  last  year,  making  a  total  of  61. 


Table  i. 


Year. 

Inhabited  Houses. 

Average. 

Population. 

1901 

•  •  • 

988 

. . . 

4*05 

4009 

1902 

. . . 

997 

4-04 

4°35 

I9°3 

•  •  • 

1008 

»  •  • 

4‘02 

4057 

1904 

1048 

•  • « 

3*88 

4080 

1905 

•  •  • 

1109 

•  •  • 

370 

4104 

Deaths. 

The  total  deaths  at  all  ages  registered  in  the  district  during 
the  year  under  consideration  number  71,  a  slight  increase  on  last 
year,  and  also  a  slight  increase  on  the  average  for  the  past  nine 
years.  This  gives  a  death  rate  before  correction  of  17-3  per  1000 
estimated  population.  Fight  of  these  deaths,  however,  in  public 
institutions,  did  not  belong  to  this  locality,  and  have  been  dealt 
with  according  to  instructions.  The  deaths  therefore  belonging 
to  the  area  number  63,  making  a  general  death  rate  of  15*3 
per  1,000  estimated  population. 
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Comparing  this  death  rate  with  previous  years  it  shews  a 
small  increase,  the  average  for  9  years  being  14-2  against  our 
present  rate  of  15*3. 

Infant  Mortality* 

The  number  of  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age  is  9, 
making  an  infant  mortality  per  1 ,000  births  registered  of  68-6 
This  is  a  great  improvement,  and  shews  a  marked  diminution  on 
the  past  9  years  average,  which  is  112-8. 

Nearly  one  quarter  of  the  total  deaths  were  at  the  age  of 
70  years  or  over.  Seven  were  70  to  75,  one  75  to  80,  and  seven 
80  to  85  years  of  age.  The  following  table  shews  the  age  of  infant 
deaths  and  also  those  over  70  years. 

Table  2. 

Over  70  years — 

1  70  to  75  years  ...  7 

1  75  to  80  „  ...  1 

1  80  to  85  ,,  ...  7 

3  - 

3  15 
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The  average  age  at  death  is  40*2  years  ;  the  male  deaths 
giving  an  average  of  43-5,  and  the  females  36-1  years.  By  deduc¬ 
ting  the  nine  infant  deaths,  the  average  rises  to  45-9  years. 


Under  one  year — 

1  hour 
3  days 

IO  •  •• 

1  month 
7  to  10  months 


Table  3. 


Average  age  at  Death. 


1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 


39- 4  years. 

45*3 

35’2 

41-0 

453 

4J’3  >> 

40- 2 


Zymotic  Death  Rate* 

Two  deaths  were  due  to  notifiable  infectious  disease,  and 
one  due  to  Measles.  This  gives  a  zymotic  death  rate  of  0-41  per 
per  1000. 
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Table  4. 

Year. 

Death  Rate 

Zymotic  Death 

Rate. 

1896 

9‘47 

070 

1897 

I9*3 

1-27 

1898 

16-4 

0-25 

1899 

123 

0-25 

1900 

i8*o 

0*50 

1901 

13-2 

074 

1902 

12-8 

c*49 

1903 

177 

0-49 

1904 

I  1*2 

— 

1905 

I5*3 

0*41 

Amongst  the  remaining  deaths,  3 

were  registered  as 

due  to 

Influenza, 

3  to  Diarrhoea,  4 

to  Tubercular  Phthisis,  6  to  Malignant 

Diseases, 

8  to  Pneumonia, 

8  to  Heart  Disease,  6  to  Apoplexy,  and 

ii  to  other  general  causes. 

Eleven  deaths  occurred  in  public  institutions,  eight  of  which 
did  not  belong  to  the  district. 

Births. 

The  Births  registered  shew  a  marked  increase,  and  the 
number  is  perhaps  greater  than  has  ever  been  recorded  m  your 
area.  It  is  131,  whereas  the  average  for  the  past  nine  years  is  no. 
The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  is  31*9 per  1,000,  They  were  composed 
of  63  males  and  68  females,  1  male  and  6  females  were  illegitimate. 

On  comparison,  the  birth  rate  is  still  more  than  double  the 
death  rate,  which  is  one  sign  of  a  healthy  community,  and  is 
highly  satisfactory.  The  figures  are  Death  Rate,  15-3  ;  Birth 
Rate  31-9  per  1,000. 


General  Health. 

1905,  although  following  a  remarkable  year  for  good  general 
health,  may  be  classified  as  more  healthy  than  its  predecessor. 
Two  conditions  no  doubt  contribute  to  this;  the  exceptional  dry¬ 
ness  of  the  season  both  summer  and  winter,  and  the  gradual 
improvement  in  sanitation.  As  a  result  of  this,  we  have  had 
little  general  illness  during  the  summer  and  autumn  months,  little 
summer  diarrhoea,  aud  fewer  cases  of  typhoid  fever.  But  what  is 
more  important  is  the  fact  that  we  have  had  less  infectious  disease 
notified  than  any  preceding  year  during  which  the  Act  has  been  in 
force.  The  total  number  is  21  cases,  and  the  diminution  is  the 
more  noticeable  when  compared  with  the  previous  year’s  average. 
During  the  past  7  years  the  cases  average  49-5  per  year  whereas 
1905  only  shews  21  cases. 
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Of  these  17  were  treated  at  home,  and  4  isolated  in  the  Fever 
Hospital.  This  is  also  the  smallest  number  admitted  to  the 
Hospital  in  one  year,  viz.  :  4  ;  the  average  for  the  past  six  years 
being  15. 

The  town  was;  free  from  infectious  disease  during  no  less 
than  5  months,  viz.  :  January,  February,  April,  August,  and  Sept¬ 
ember,  and  only  one  case  was  notified  during  March  and  July. 
One-third  of  the  cases  occured  during  school  age 


Table  5. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

March  April 

May 

June 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

•  •  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

2 

Diphtheria 

•  .  • 

1 

1 

I 

Erpsipelas 

... 

...  ... 

•  *  • 

•  •  « 

. . . 

1 

3 

3 

Aug. 

Sept.  Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

1 

Typhoid  Fever  1 

•  •  • 

2 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

7 

Diphtheria 

•  •  . 

...  ... 

4 

3 

10 

Erysipelas 

1 

2 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

4 

6 

3 

21 

Scarlet  Fever.— Only  one  case  was  notified  and  was  in  all 
probability  brought  by  a  visitor  to  the  house.  The  patient  was 
removed  to  the  Hospital  and  no  further  case  followed. 

Typhoid  Fever  cases  total  7,  the  smallest  number  recorded 
during  recent  years.  This  is  a  striking  contrast  to  some  seasons, 
the  average  number  of  cases  over  the  past  seven  years  is  15*4. 
One  case  only  was  removed  to  the  fever  hospital ;  one  case  was 
not  contracted  here  ;  two  cases  unfortunately  ended  fatally,  one  in 
a  patient  aged  70  years.  All  cases  treated  at  home  were  supplied 
with  typhoid  pails  and  disinfectants. 

The  Fever  Hospital  received  cases  from  the  Urban  area  only, 
and  the  following  table  will  shew  the  number  of  cases  isolated 
during  the  past  7  years. 
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Table  6. 


URBAN 

HOSPITAL. 

RURAL  HOSPITAL. 

Urban 

Rural 

Urban 

Rural 

Hospital 

Year. 

Cases. 

Cases. 

Closed. 

Cases. 

Cases. 

Closed. 

1899 

12 

..  5  .. 

4  mths. 

11 

3 

. .  7  mths. 

1900 

8 

..  8  .. 

6  wks 

6 

4 

9  „ 

1901 

10 

• «  5  .  * 

5  mths. 

9 

8 

1902 

7 

..  12 

18  wks. 

4 

5  permanently  in  May 

190? 

19 

1 

5  mths. 

1904 

5 

1 

5  mths. 

1905 

4 

..  0  .. 

9  mths. 

65 

32 

34  mths. 

30 

20 

28  mths. 

Total  in  7  years-  Urban  Cases  isolated  95  ;  Rural  Cases  52. 

The  Small  Pox  Hospital  has  fortunately  not  been  required 
during  the  year,  no  case  having  occurred. 

The  scheme  for  the  proposed  new  Joint  Fever  Hospital  which 
was  under  consideration  for  a  few  years  is  still  in  obeyance. 

House  Accommodation* — Plans  for  72  new  houses  have  been 
passed  during  the  year,  and  of  these  25  have  been  built  and 
occupied  ;  36  which  were  in  process  of  construction  last  year  have 
also  been  completed  and  occupied,  making  a  total  of  61  for  the 
year.  This  is  a  great  increase  in  house  accommodation  for  the 
area.  Many  of  these  houses  suitable  for  the  working  classes  are 
of  a  much  improved  type,  well  built,  roomy  and  airy,  and  in  some 
instances  contain  bath  room  with  hot  and  cold  water  supply. 
This  is  a  welcome  and  most  desirable  change,  and  will  I  hope 
divert  some  of  the  population  out  of  the  yards. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage* — In  my  last  annual  report  I 
mentioned  two  lengths  of  the  main  sewer  had  been  relaid  with 
sanitary  pipes  ;  no  step  has  yet  been  taken  with  further  portions  of 
this  sewer.  The  manholes  in  the  centre  of  the  roadway  ventilating 
this  sewer  have  not  been  so  offensive  as  formerly,  but  at  the  North 
and  South  Ends  they  have  given  trouble.  It  is  proposed  to  erect 
in  these  situations  ventilating  shafts  so  that  the  manholes  may  act 
as  inlets.  These  shafts  might  with  advantage  be  also  erected  in 
other  suitable  situations.  New  sewers  have  been  laid  in  Quaker 
Lane  and  along  Bullamoor  Road  to  Lascelles  Lane,  and  drains 
have  been  relaid  to  the  following  premises  : — Railway  Inn,  Fever 
Hospital,  Ryder’s  property,  and  the  Cottage  Hospital.  Ventila¬ 
ting  pipes  have  also  been  erected  on  Bullamoor  Road,  Lascelles 
Lane  and  Dudley  Terrace 
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The  sewage  of  the  town  is  still  inefficiently  treated  at  the 
sewage  works,  and  the  effluent  discharged  into  the  Romanby  Beck. 
This  water  course  was  very  offensive  during  the  past  dry  summer 
from  sewage  contamination.  Everything  is  in  readiness  I  under 
stand  for  an  early  commencement  with  the  new  sewage  works  and 
drain,  which  it  is  proposed  to  erect  on  a  suitable  site  below 
Romanby ;  as  the  character  of  the  soil  however  was  found  to  be 
not  suitable  for  land  filtration  after  treatment  of  the  sewage  in  the 
tanks  and  sprinklers,  should  this  land  filtration  be  needful,  it  is 
%  necessary  for  another  enquiry  to  be  held  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  the  delay  in  commencing  the  work  is  due  to  this  cause. 
I  trust  the  enquiry  may  be  held  at  an  early  date  and  the  work 
speedily  put  in  hand. 

House  Refuse* — The  area  still  contains  many  offensive 
insanitary  ashpits,  and  several  have  no  other  means  of  being 
emptied  excepting  by  the  contents  being  wheeled  in  barrows  and 
deposited  in  the  street  before  being  carted  away.  Four  such  ash¬ 
pits  have  been  improved,  and  two  have  been  replaced  by  zinc  bins 
during  the  year.  All  similar  tins  are  regularly  emptied  by  public 
scavengers  once  a  week,  but  some  ashpits  have  not  been  emptied 
with  the  same  regularity  as  formerly,  largely  on  account  of  the 
difficulty  in  getting  the  soil  promptly  removed  by  local  farmers. 

The  Water  Supply,  so  far  as  quality  is  concerned,  is  all  that 
could  be  desired,  it  is  pure,  clear,  and  soft ;  but  with  regard  to 
quantity,  Northallerton  suffered  during  the  protracted  drought  of 
this  year,  like  most  other  towns.  The  summer  of  1904  was  dry,  in 
the  autumn  the  drought  was  serious,  and  this  again  was  followed 
by  a  dry  winter  and  111  its  turn  a  second  dry  summer.  As  a  result 
of  this  the  springs  ran  lower  than  had  been  known  for  a  great 
number  of  years,  and  the  supply  of  water  in  the  reservoir  was 
almost  exhausted.  By  carefully  husbanding  this  supply  however, 
by  exercising  the  strictest  economy  and  turning  off  the  supply 
during  the  night,  this  period  of  anxiety  was  tided  over,  and  the 
calamity  of  a  water  famine  narrowly  averted.. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  J90L 

Workshops  and  Workplaces  have  been  inspected  as  occasion 
required  during  the  year,  and  the  general  condition  with  regard  to 
cleanliness  and  sanitation  found  in  a  satisfactory  state.  Privy  ac¬ 
commodation  111  many  workplaces  is  not  all  that  could  be  desired. 
The  Bakehouses  are  generally  good,  but  one  sanitary  defect  found 
has  been  remedied  ;  one  license  is  granted  for  a  small  underground 
bakehouse.  The  slaughter  houses  on  the  whole  are  cleaner  and 
more  wholesome  than  formerly,  and  care  is  exercised  in  seeing  that 
the  offal  is  removed  with  the  least  possible  delay,  especially  in  the 
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case  of  the  slaughter  houses  situated  in  the  yards  No  blood  or 
other  objectionable  matter  is  allowed  to  enter  the  drains.  Dairies 
and  Cowsheds  have  received  attention  and  have  been  kept  in  a 
sanitary  condition. 

This  highly  satisfactory  report  will  I  think  cause  us  to  look 
back  upon  the  year  just  closed  with  satisfaction,  and  to  the  future 
with  confidence. 

To  those  desirous  of  residing  in  the  country,  Northallerton  has 
much  to  recommend  it,  a  clear  atmosphere,  dr}/  bracing  air,  some¬ 
what  sheltered  from  the  east,  a  splendid  water  supply,  and 
numerous  convenient  sites  for  building  purposes  ;  and  to  business 
and  commercial  men  where  a  central  situation  with  good  railway 
accommodation  is  essential,  Northallerton  should  appeal  most 
strongly.  It  only  requires  to  be  better  known  to  be  more 
appreciated. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  your  surveyor,  Mr.  Watson, 
for  his  kindly  help  during  the  past  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  BAIGENT,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


